DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
everything was completed, I should have laid down the power which had temporarily been entrusted to me."
Seldom does one hear such truthful statements on the limits of democracy. The genuine character of what he said was doubly proved when I finally asked if the news that he had been chosen President came to him as a surprise.
"I was not taken by surprise and I received the news quite calmly. There was a reason and a motive for that. The reason was that I was so taken up with things which had to be done that I did not have time to think over the announcement. As I have just said, I had thought to come home together with the army. After a short dictatorship I could then retire and could use my knowledge to give advice. I had imagined to myself the parliament and government, etc. It did not come into my head to think that I would be chosen President.
"In the second place, there was the democratic turn of mind. Naturally, I thought over the Constitution that would have to be made. Now I was taken unawares by the telegraphic news of my election. Good! So you are President. Then I set to work at my new job, thinking How, What,
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